July 11, 2016

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr.
ABRAHAM) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5588.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

MARCELINO SERNA PORT OF
ENTRY

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 5252) to des-
ignate the United States Customs and
Border Protection Port of Entry lo-
cated at 1400 Lower Island Road in
Tornillo, Texas, as the ‘‘Marcelino
Serna Port of Entry.”

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5252

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. MARCELINO SERNA PORT OF ENTRY.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The United States Cus-
toms and Border Protection Port of Entry
located at 1400 Lower Island Road in
Tornillo, Texas, shall be known and des-
ignated as the ‘Marcelino Serna Port of
Entry”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the port of
entry referred to in subsection (a) shall be
deemed to be a reference to the ‘‘Marcelino
Serna Port of Entry”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. SAM JOHNSON) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. LEVIN) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on H.R. 5252, currently under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 5252, to designate the U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection Port of
Entry located at 1400 Lower Island
Road in Tornillo, Texas, as the
Marcelino Serna Port of Entry.

Private Serna was a brave veteran
who selflessly honored his country. He
demonstrated courage, bravery, and
heroism in battle, risking his life to
save his fellow soldiers, and became
the most decorated World War I vet-
eran from the State of Texas.

I am honored to stand here today, as
a veteran and a fellow Texan, to pay
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tribute to this brave American. I con-
gratulate my colleague, Mr. HURD of
Texas, for his leadership in introducing
this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

O 1600

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
5252.

Private Marcelino Serna was an un-
documented Mexican immigrant who
became the most decorated soldier
from Texas in World War I, and the
first Hispanic to be awarded the Distin-
guished Service Cross, the highest
military decoration of the TUnited
States Army after the Medal of Honor.
By designating this port in his name,
his exemplary service to our country is
fully recognized.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill to honor this great Amer-
ican.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. HURD of Texas. Mr. Speaker, our na-
tion was founded by and built upon the blood,
sweat, and tears of immigrants.

Today, | want to honor one particular immi-
grant, U.S. Army Private Marcelino Serna, the
most decorated World War | Veteran from
Texas.

The heroic story of Private Serna, an immi-
grant from Mexico, began when he volun-
teered for the U.S. Army during World War |.

After a brief training, Serna was sent over-
seas to join the Allied Powers in Europe. Upon
arrival, it came to light that he was not a U.S.
citizen. Serna had the option of withdrawing
from the fight. Instead, he decided to stay and
fight together with his fellow soldiers.

During his time abroad, Serna’s dedication
and bravery stood out with acts worthy of a
Medal of Honor. While he did not receive the
Medal of Honor during his lifetime, he is cur-
rently being reviewed to receive it now.

During the war, Serna was injured in a con-
frontation that left twelve of his companions
dead. He continued to fight, chasing those
who had attacked them, managing to capture
eight German soldiers.

In another confrontation, Serna managed to
capture twenty-four enemy soldiers alone.
Upon discovering a sniper's position, Serna
shot and wounded him. As the soldier fled to
his base, Serna decided to follow him. After
discovering the base, Serna attacked, killed 26
enemy soldiers, and forced another 24 to sur-
render.

Without a doubt, these two examples of her-
oism demonstrated his dedication and commit-
ment to the fight, but there is more to Serna’s
story.

As he led the prisoners back to the Allied
base, some of his fellow soldiers suggested
that they should be executed. Serna refused
to allow this. Alongside his courage, he pos-
sessed a remarkable sense of honor.

For his extraordinary acts of valor, Serna
was awarded two Purple Hearts and the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross, the second highest
military honor after the Medal of Honor.

This bill serves to commend his bravery by
renaming the Tornillo Port of Entry in honor of
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Pvt. Marcelino Serna, who lived in the area
and is buried with full military honors at Fort
Bliss National Cemetery in El Paso.

The Tornillo-Marcelino Serna Port of Entry
will not only honor this extraordinary man’s
service to our nation, it will serve as a re-
minder of the countless Mexican-American im-
migrants who have fought valiantly to keep our
nation safe.

Their contributions and sacrifices will not be
ignored or forgotten.

| urge my colleagues to support the legisla-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. SAM
JOHNSON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5252.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

NATIONAL GEORGE C. MARSHALL
MUSEUM AND LIBRARY

Mr. BRAT. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 138)
designating the George C. Marshall
Museum and George C. Marshall Re-
search Library in Lexington, Virginia,
as the National George C. Marshall Mu-
seum and Library.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 138

Whereas General George C. Marshall served
as Army Chief of Staff during World War II,
Special Ambassador to China, Secretary of
State, and Secretary of Defense;

Whereas General George C. Marshall was
promoted to General of the Army in 1944, one
of only five Army five-star generals in the
history of the United States;

Whereas General George C. Marshall was
awarded the Congressional Gold Medal in
1946 for his military strategy and vital role
during World War II;

Whereas General George C. Marshall was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1953 for de-
veloping the European economic recovery
strategy known as the Marshall Plan;

Whereas the George C. Marshall Founda-
tion was established in 1953 and is devoted to
preserving the legacy of General George C.
Marshall through educational scholarship
programs and facilities;

Whereas the George C. Marshall Founda-
tion opened the George C. Marshall Museum
and George C. Marshall Research Library in
1964 in Lexington, Virginia, on the post of
the Virginia Military Institute, which is the
alma mater of General George C. Marshall;

Whereas the George C. Marshall Museum
educates the public about the military and
diplomatic contributions of General George
C. Marshall through extensive exhibits; and

Whereas the George C. Marshall Research
Library maintains the most comprehensive
collection of records documenting the life
and leadership of General George C. Mar-
shall: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress designates
the George C. Marshall Museum and George
C. Marshall Research Library in Lexington,
Virginia, as the National George C. Marshall
Museum and Library.
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